146                  THE    HOME    OF    THE    BLIZZARD:
station and with abundant seals and penguins for fresh meat. The
debarkation was begun at once and completed by January i9th,
1912, after many interruptions by blizzards. Captain Davis then
set out with Wild's Party in the Aurora to the west.
The Cape Denison Party consisted of eighteen men with two
huts, the larger hut being used as a living-room and the smaller
one, joined to it, was the workshop and laboratory. Regular
meteorological observations were begun on February ist and taken
every hour afterwards. Two magnetic huts and a transit house
were built. The chief engineers, Messrs Hannam and Bickerton,
set up the engine and dynamo.
A-succession of gales that blew during the first month of
residence showed that Adelie Land was a very windy country
and would be unfavourable for sledging. The only exploring that
could be done at that time was to ascend the ice-slope to the south
for z miles and erect a flag-pole at the turning-point. On March
ist, Mawson, Bage and Madigan erected another mast 3 miles up
the slope and proceeded a further z% miles where, at a height of
1,500 feet, the gradient of ascent from the coast became much
flatter. The plateau was a featureless plain, scarred by crevasses
to east and west. A third pole was set up at this point, 5^ miles
south of the station, and the following season this point became
the " Clapham Junction " of all sledge routes.
During the whole of the next week there were high, winds with
much drift, the velocity reaching 80 miles an hour. The precipita-
tion of snow was so heavy that the night watchman sometimes
required half an hour to dig his way through the snowdrift on
the verandah of the hut; but most of the building was soon
buried and thus to some extent protected. Dr. Mawson wrote :
"The only indication of settled weather was a more marked
regularity in the winds. Nothing like it had been reported from
any part of the world/' The Beaufort Scale is the accepted classi-
fication of wind velocities and is given here as arranged by Sk
Douglas Mawson, with the addition necessary to accommodate
the Adelie Blizzard. It will be noticed that the pressure exerted
by the wind increases more rapidly than its velocity, so that the
force of a hurricane is nearly double that of a whole gale and the
titanic blows of the Adelie Blizzard are of more than double the
destructive power of an ordinary storm. Men were flung about
like ninepins until they learnt how to comport themselves. Cram-
pom were the first essential, with spikes about i^ inch long. The